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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Clarborough & Welham Parish Council held at 7.15pm on Monday 11th May 2026 in the Clarborough Village Hall, Main Street, Clarborough.

2918/26	Election of Chair 
The Clerk asked for nominations for the role of Chair. Cllr Baines proposed Cllr Gibson for the position of Chair; this was seconded by Cllr Joyce and resolved by the Council.

		Cllr Gibson then signed his declaration of Office which was counter-signed by the Clerk.
		The Chair then took over the meeting.
		
2919/26	Election of Vice-Chair
Cllr Joyce proposed Cllr Avery for the position of Vice- Chair; this was seconded by Cllr Baines and resolved by the Council. 		

2720/25	To received Declaration of Office forms
The Clerk received Cllr Gibson’s declaration of Office. The Chair proposed to approve Cllr Avery to sign his declaration of Office at the next meeting; this was seconded by Cllr Joyce and resolved by the Council.
	
2921/26	To consider any apologies and reasons for absence 
Cllr Baines proposed to accept the apologies and reasons for absence from Cllr Avery and Cllr Smith; this was seconded by Cllr Joyce and resolved by the Council.

2922/26	To receive any declaration of interest in any items on the agenda
		No declaration of interests received.

2923/26	To suspend the meeting for open session for Members of the public to speak and to
receive reports from the District & County Councillors and CDCA 

· County Cllr Robertson sent his apologies
· A report was circulated around the councillors from the editor of the newsletter
· Gregs report 
· A member of the Village Ventures reported that the event was very well attended.

2924/26	To consider the minutes of the meeting held 30th March 2026
Cllr Joyce proposed to accept the minutes of the meeting held on 30th March 2026 as a true record; this was seconded by Cllr Baines and resolved by the Council.
	
2925/26	To receive updates on any actions from the previous meeting
		 2904 – The Chair reported that the village hall drive grass signage has been vandalised.

2926/26	To receive reports from any other meetings attended
The Chair reported that he attended the Allotment Association Annual General Meeting and the ordinary meetings – the minutes have been circulated.
		
2927/26	To consider the play area inspection and repairs required
The Chair has carried out two Play area inspections. 
· It was noted that the climbing wall has been vandalised and reported to the police
· Still pending the replacement nets to be installed after the goal mouth repairs
· Still pending work to be carried out to the goal mouths – waiting for the Contractor to carry out the repairs
· Hole in hedge west side of the small play area – requires securing and work to be planned.

The Chair has carried out the half year ancillary routine inspections
Items to note:
· Welham - corner bench – middle spare 20cm missing – no action required
· Welham - Little Gringley Lane notice board water damaged and required refurbishing
· Whinnley Road grit bin in 50% full
· Main Street (west side) bench – middle spar damaged – no action required
· The beacon required painting – street bollard in the basket requires removing
· The village hall grit bin in 50% full
· The grit bin new Gill Green bungalows are 50% full
· The Parish Pasture Memorial Seat requires repainting
· Slight damage to one of the Memorial Copse Tree guards
· The information boards East and West side of the Memorial Copse have been vandalised and required repairing

2928/26	To consider any planning applications as listed and note any planning appeals and correspondence
	No planning applications received.

2929/26	To review the allotment lease agreement for General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) amendment  
	The Chair reported that clause 4.12 states that the allotment lease says that they must supply the Parish Council with the names and addresses for all the committee members and to notify immediately of any new membership of the committee. Due to the Data Protection the Chair suggested that the Parish Council change this clause. 

After discussion, the Chair proposed that we ask the Allotment Committee Secretary if she is happy to give her personal phone contact, so we only have one contact number rather than everyone’s; this was seconded by Cllr Baines. If the Secretary is happy with the request, the Chair will update the clause and bring to the next meeting for approval. 
	
2930/26	To consider next steps for the outdoor exercise equipment consultation 
	 After various options, it was suggested for further quotations to be obtained and to consider the purchase of two exercise equipment and where to install the equipment at the next meeting.	

2931/26	To consider the quotations for repairs to the play equipment
	The Chair reported that the climbing wall has been vandalised. Two quotes for repairs have been received so far, another one still to be received whilst Cllr Joyce will be looking into other options for the repairs ready for the next meeting. 

2932/26	To consider village hall drive parking controls
	The Chair reported that there are still issues with people parking on the pavement on the village hall’s drive; and now becoming a health and safety matter after a recent near miss of a mother with a pram and a young child having to walk on the drive because someone had parked on the pavement which a car speeding into the entrance of the village hall drive.

	Various options were discussed of how to make this a safer entrance. After considerations, Cllr Joyce proposed to install some bollards on the drive to prevent cars parking on the pavement and keeping the residents safe, this was seconded by Cllr Baines and resolved by the Council


	
2933/26	Finances – to approve the Clerk’s wage, payments as listed and consider financial documents for 31st March 2026
	Cllr Joyce proposed to approve the Clerk’s wage from 1.4.26 as per the budget; this was seconded by Cllr Baines and resolved by the Council.
	
	Cllr Baines proposed to approve the payments as listed; this was seconded by Cllr Joyce and resolved by the Council.

		1 - Holmes Groundcare – grass cutting	£329.02
2 – National Association of Local Councils – annual subscription £328.56
3 – April wages £269.28
4 – Information Commissioner’s Office – Data Protection fees £52.00 (Paid via W Davies)
5 – Unity Trust service charge £7.00
6 – P Gibson – reimbursements and expenses £83.39
7 – Isle of Axholme & North Notts Water Level Management Board £3.86
8 – Darby & Watkinson – Payroll for 2025-26 £132.00
9 – Holmes Groundcare – grass cutting x 2 £658.04

Cllr Joyce proposed to approve the bank reconciliations and note the draft unaudited financial accounts for 31st March 2026. The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor is currently carrying the audit. 

Back reconciliation of 31st March 2026
Balance of bank statements 31.3.2026

	Unity Trust Account		£05,117.21
	Unity Trust Deposit Account	£23,592.38												£28,709.59
	Less unpresented payments 31.3.2026		£00,000.00
	Plus, any unbanked cash 31.3.2026		£00,000.00
	Cashbook balances 31.3.2026			£28,709.59	
	
	Ear Marked Reserves				£12,384.30
	General Reserves				£16,325.29
							£28.709.59

2934/26	To review the asset register for 2025-26
	Cllr Baines proposed to accept the updated asset register for 2025-26; this was seconded by Cllr Joyce and resolved by the Council.

2935/26	To discuss and consider funding for the newsletter
	After discussion, Cllr Joyce proposed to defer a decision on this item to the next meeting; this was seconded by Cllr Baines and resolved by the Council.

2936/26	To receive an update on the Village Fayre
	A big thank you to the Village Ventures for an excellent event which was well attended. 

2937/26	To receive any updates on the Parish Pasture and consider any expenses
		Items to note:
· Allotment field annual inspection has been carried out
· Complaint received regarding dogs of leads and not under control
· Canal and River Trust partnership paper work has been signed; we should be ready to start opening the canal side by October
· A new Canal and River Trust contact to be assigned

The Chair has carried out the following work:
· Removal and disposal of the damaged picnic table
· Removal of most tree support posts due to them being rotten or not required
· Cut back the hedge left of Broad Gores entrance boarding allotments
· Carried out repairs to the picnic table adjacent to canal side
· Carried out grass strimming around the pasture’s furniture and tractor/restricted areas

Holmes Ground Maintenance have cut the grass as per agreed areas.

2938/26	To receive any updates on the Mayflower Community Orchard and consider any expenses
Cllr Avery sent his report - All the trees are alive; I have removed some broken or inward facing branches. 

2939/26	To receive any updates of flood reports
Cllr Avery sent his report - There is no progress known or communication on the work to devise a “engineered solution” to the flooding. Scott Stone informed us the current stage of evaluation would be available by November.

Joanna Brocklehurst-Smith is the newly appointed Community Flood Officer for Severn Trent. I have invited her to a walk around the Natural Flood Management and will take the opportunity to understand what Severn Trent are doing through this appointment for our community. 

2940/26	To report any Highways, Rights of Way, or Service Faults
The Chair carried out litter picking on Clarborough and Welham Main Street to the Hop Pole, Clarborough Hill and Howbeck Lane – 10 bags of rubbish collected.

2941/26	To receive any correspondence or information for future agenda items
		Nothing put forward.

2942/26	Time and date of the next Parish Council Meeting 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held at 7pm on the Monday 15th June 2026 in the Clarborough Village Hall, Main Street, Clarborough, Retford.
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